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What are Designated Uses and Criteria?

Designated Uses and Criteria are under the Federal 

Clean Water Act’s water quality standards

 Designated Uses: Goals for water bodies         

(e.g., drinking water source, recreation)

 Criteria: Set to protect the designated uses      

(e.g., arsenic, dissolved oxygen)



Designated Uses: Current System

 5 Classifications (since 1970s):

 I – Potable Water

 II – Shellfish Harvesting

 III – Recreational 

(“Fishable/Swimmable”)

 IV – Agricultural 

 V – Industrial/Navigational



Designated Uses: Current Events

 Florida Department of Environmental 

Protection (FDEP) is in rulemaking to 

refine the structure of the designated 

uses & classifications                  
(Florida Administrative Code 62-302)

 Why refine designated uses?

 Great diversity of surface waters

 Incorporates current knowledge  



Designated Uses: Recent Timeline

 From 2006 until early 2007, FDEP held dialogue on 

refinement via Policy Advisory Committee (PAC)

 July 2009, Florida Stormwater Association, Inc. filed 

petition to amend existing designated uses classification

 FDEP held public workshop (August 2009) and plans to 

present current rule for approval in the near term

 Several stakeholders, including Florida League of Cities 

and Orange County, have written in support of the rule 
(http://www.dep.state.fl.us/secretary/designateduse.htm)



Designated Uses: What the current proposed 
rule does and does not do?

 Rule does change the structure of the current system; 

new system will have a matrix of classes:

 7 human use and 4 aquatic life use classes 

 Rule does not reclassify any waters or change their level 

of protection at this time  

 FDEP would be petitioned for reclassifications and any 

changes would need approval of: 

 Environmental Regulation Commission (Florida)

 United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA)



Designated Uses: Possible Future Aquatic Life 
Use Classifications

Aquatic Life Use 1 or 2?

Aquatic Life Use 3?

Aquatic Life Use 4?



Numeric Nutrient Criteria: 
‘Putting numbers to nutrients’ in Florida

 1994 – 2005: District and FDEP led research and 

rulemaking to adopt phosphorus criterion for Everglades 

Protection Area

 1998 – Current: Numeric nutrient targets have been set 

in Total Maximum Daily Loads 

 2003 – Current: FDEP has been working towards 

numeric nutrient criteria with a Technical Advisory 

Committee (TAC)

 Broward County has had a local ordinance since late 

1970s for nitrogen and phosphorus



Numeric Nutrient Criteria: Current Events 

 Recent announcement by USEPA and Florida Wildlife 

Federation of a Settlement Agreement (United States District 

Court, Northern District of Florida, Case No. 08-cv-00324-RH-WCS)

 Proposed Freshwater criteria are to be put forth by 

the USEPA January 2010

 Proposed Estuarine and Coastal Waters criteria are to 

be put forth by the USEPA January 2011

 Both rulemaking processes will have a nine month 

public comment period 



Numeric Nutrient Criteria:
Need for District Scientific Support

 One challenging area has 

been canals:

 No draft criteria exist for 

South Florida canals at 

state or federal level



Designated Use and Numeric Nutrient Criteria: 
Combining District Scientific Support

 What data and information does the District and 

stakeholders have to assist FDEP and USEPA in 

rulemaking?:

 What are the appropriate, science based, 
designated uses?

 What are the appropriate, science based, 
numeric nutrient criteria?



Designated Use and Numeric Nutrient Criteria: 
Combining District Scientific Support

 Perform comprehensive data and information search on 

South Florida canals

 Determine what data and information gaps exist 

 Determine the necessary process and resources to fill 

gaps

 Involve South Florida stakeholders and science 

community 



 A RESOLUTION OF THE GOVERNING BOARD OF 
THE SOUTH FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT 
DISTRICT SUPPORTING RULEMAKING RELATED TO 
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CLEAN WATER ACT; 
SUBJECT TO GOVERNING BOARD APPROVAL, 
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

Staff Recommendation


